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Upcoming events
e 6 February — Waitangi Day walk around historic Ngaio (fully booked)

e 22 February (Sunday, 2 pm, at KATE) — Claire Bibby talks on the
history of section 23 and Halfway House, Glenside

e 5 April (Sunday, 2 pm, at KATE) — screening of films with historically
interesting footage going back almost 100 years

e 27 May (Wednesday, 7.30 pm for 7.45 pm start, at KATE) — Annual
General Meeting

Christmas party on Sunday 30 November
celebrating the reopening of KATE saw a great turnout

President’s letter
Dear members,

It was great to see so many members at OHS’s Christmas party on 30
November. I'm sorry we haven’t had much summer weather since then
though, even if we were lucky for the OHS stall at the Khandallah Village
Fair on Sunday 14 December, attended by John Galloway and Felicity

Wong.
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Coming up is our regular Waitangi Day walk and this year we’re repeating
the very successfulwalk of historic Ngaio as we had such good interest in
it on LabourDay last year. This time we’ll visit historic Donnisthorpe House
in Kenya St. The walk is fully booked, so apologies if you’'re missing out.

OHS has anothersupereventnextmonth on Sunday 22 February at KATE
at 2 pm: "Enriching the history of Section 23, Glenside Reserve and the
historic Halfway House", by Claire Bibby. This talk will be a lively and
colourfulaccountof selected incidents and occasions associated with the
Glenside house and land over the past 160 years. These lively legacies
were not published in the recent Onslow Historian for want of space. You
will enjoy this illustrated talk, which reminds us that we become the history
of the future, as we live and move through the land. Glenside is a very
special historical place, and Claire Bibby’s talk will offer a great time.

On that Sunday Viv Chapple is putting together a splendid afternoon tea
themed with the Halfway House reserve in mind with “lily cakes” and other
delights.

After that we plan to hold some movie nights at KATE to look at some
historic NZ documentaries and film clips — we’ll let you know the dates
soon. In the meantime, we plan to hold the AGM on the evening of
Wednesday 27 May 2026.

OHS is aiming to publish several Historians this year with the next one
being a follow-up on the activities of the Trelissick Park Group. This group
has been working hard on the regeneration of Ngaio Gorge for the last 35
years. Parts 1 and 2, published in 2009 and 2010, took the story of the
group’s efforts up to 2013. Part 3 will bring the story up-to-date from 2014
to the present.

OHS was recently donated a couple of fullish sets of plans of Wellington in
the 1890s by surveyor Thomas Ward. These came from long-standing
member Francis Fanning. l'll have more to say about this in the next
newsletter but in the meantime record our thanks for his generosity.

Please do visit KATE any Sunday 1-4 pm and have a look around our
refreshed displays and poke around the extensive local photographic
records.

See you soon
Felicity Wong, President



The renovations feature a new large TV screen for talks and other presentations,
such as the film show coming up in April.

OHS has also purchased an eye-catching pink flag for our Sunday afternoon
openings
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Some of you will know that our President, Felicity Wong, writes weekly
local history articles in the northern suburbs’ newspaper the Independent
Herald. Here we summarise two recent articles, with links to their full
versions if you would like to read more.

Inverlochy House
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Inverlochy Art School/Te Papa

Inverlochy Art School (housedin Inverlochy House off Abel Smith Street)
opened its doors to visitors during the 2025 Heritage Festival. Classes in
ceramics, printing, painting, drawing, photography and more, are
organised by Creative Director Cheryl Corrado in the gloriously old and
grand historic home.

Named after a Scottish castle, Inverlochy House was designed by
Thomas Turnbull and built in 1878 from native timber. It was built for
Thomas and Frances MacDonald with fourteen rooms, two bathrooms,
every modern convenience, water laid on, two conservatories, a vinery,
fernery, fowl house, wash house, offices and stables’.

Thomas MacDonald was a land agent who provided financial services
across the region. He promoted many infrastructure projects; was a City
Councillor and Member of Parliament, a council member of the New



Zealand Academy of Fine Arts, and an arts patron. In 1876 the couple lost
their three sons in Wellington’s scarlet fever epidemic.

The 1893 recession caused bankruptcy for him (as for others) and he
downsizedto a house on nearby The Terrace (now a motorway off ramp).
In 1902 he bought another house on The Terrace, which he called
Somerled.
(https://Iwww.heritage.org.nz/listdetails/1404/Somerled%20House )

By the 1920s, Inverlochy House had been divided into nine flats. In 1979
Arthur Williams, a property developer, purchased the site for a hotel.
There was a campaignagainstits demolition. Eventually it was agreed the
house would be saved and the developer got permission for two extra
hotel floors and parking benefits at what is now the Movenpick Hotel next
dooron The Terrace. The CBD no longer has height restrictions so such
beneficial deals are less likely. The Williams Corporation generously gifted
Inverlochy Houseto the New Zealand Academy of Fine Arts which spenta
significant amount on repairs.

The full article appeared in the 11 December 2025 issue, page 6:
https://mcusercontent.com/c46c5bf979c5dad4eaca08d61/files/f4611f74 -
15dc-a939-ff8c-5ce5bb95e728/11 December Independent Herald s.pdf




St Gerard’s Monastery and Church
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Tours of St Gerard's monastery and adjacent church were quick to fully book
during the Heritage Festival. In 1905 the Redemptorist Fathers of New Zealand
purchased the site of “Fitzgerald’s Folly”, a large wooden house built some
distance from town in 1871 for early prominent citizen James Fitzgerald.

The Fathers bought the site for 500 pounds and lived in the house. In 1908 St
Gerard’s church, a large but simple gothic building designed by John Swan, was
built next door. The church was funded entirely by the community, reflecting the
strong support the Fathers had inspired in the local community.

St Gerard’s church was the first to be named after eighteenth-century Italian St
Gerard Maijella, the patron saint of mothers and happy childbirth. On its outside
face is an unusual statue of a pregnant Mary. The church was built of brick with a
vaulted wooden ceiling, flanked by gorgeous stained-glass windows. When
recently de-consecrated, its magnificent marble altar was transferred to the
impressively restored Cathedral of the Sacred Heart in Hill St.



The adjacent monastery building was built on the site of Fitzgerald’s Folly in 1932.
It was constructed from reinforced concrete with inset brick panels. The two
buildings fit together sympathetically high above the city, forming a distinctive
landmark and historic place. Subsequent owners were the International
Programme of Evangelisation (ICPE) who bought it in 1993 and private owners
from 2023.

The full article appeared in the 23 October 2025 issue, page 6:
https://issuu.com/mail-
wsn.co/docs/23 _october_independent_herald?ff

Now back in stock, reprinted in soft cover: Wellington’s Northern Suburbs
1840-1918 — $25.00

WELLINGTON'S
NORTHERN SUBURBS

1840-1918

Also available: Wellington’s Northern Suburbs 1919—1945, hard cover $35.00
(the two books together cost only $55.00)

WELLINGTON'S
NORTHERN SUBURBS
1919-1945



