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Newsletter November 2021

OHS Events 
December 2021 – February 2022
Sunday 5 December 2021 

Christmas Party 2021

Note: A change of date and arrangements. 

Members will remember that we had to postpone the 
event planned for 19 September, “An afternoon with 
Wellington authors and historians Julia Millen and 
Anne Manchester”. 

The result is that we have created a double act and 
are rescheduling it with our Christmas Party. The 
latter was planned for 3 December and is now moved 
to Sunday 5 December.

An afternoon with Wellington authors and 
historians Julia Millen and Anne Manchester and 
our Christmas Party 2021

Sunday 5 December at  
K.A.T.E. n 3pm – 6.30pm 

Waitangi Day Holiday Monday 7 February 2022

A Waitangi Day Holiday Walk in the Park

A 3–4 hour walk in Khandallah Park – A Recreational 
and Forest Park. 

Starting at Simla Crescent Station at 1pm 

Chris Horne will lead us again – remember the success 
of the 2021 Waitangi Day walk? The location has been 
specially chosen as our recent HIstorian has aroused 
fresh interest in the Park. 

Refer to our invitation on page 3. 
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Dear OHS Members 
Here’s the last Newsletter for 2021, a 

year which has been a most anxious and 

unsettled and we are still not finished yet. 

For OHS it has been a period of would we, 

wouldn’t we, could we, couldn’t we – in 

regard to our planned events. A friend 

called the year a “push-me-pull-you” 

time of uncertainty recalling the famous 

Dr Dolittle world of fiction much loved 

by my generation. Hugh Lofting was 

the popular author of these childhood 

stories. Many of you will be nodding in 

remembrance and agreement. 

And so, we end the year with a 

cancellation of our proposed Christmas 

party. The Committee planned to include 

our two speakers, authors and historians 

Julia Millen and Anne Manchester into 

that event – a double act, so to speak. 

But the latter will have to wait until 2022; 

our thanks to them both for patience, 

understanding and their agreement to 

visit us next year. Ò
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Sadly we couldn’t launch the new Onslow 

Historian in October and a fun night was 

cancelled. The glowworms were ready for 

us – Norma Bryant had spoken to them – 

but we will restage that event some dark 

night in the future. 

Fortunately, NZ Post were reliable and on 

deck and by now you will have received 

your copy of the Historian. A very quick 

response came in from OHS member 

Susan Trembath:

“…it was a lovely read, lots of memories, 

the witches hat swing, the spinning wheel, 

the big slide, the pool, the bush and my 

girls loved the train. When I was younger 

and then again in later years I used to take 

my girls and Mum to enjoy the Park and 

KAT productions…” 

And it was very satisfying to hear from 

St Benedicts School – a note of thanks for 

the Society’s hard work and dedication, 

and from the students of the Class of ’53. 

Maxwell Bruce’s photographs have been 

much admired. There have been many 

generous comments and extra copies 

purchased. Thank you, members.

Our next event is an outdoor activity on 

Waitangi Day 2022, see invitation to join us 

is on page 3. 

On page 4 we have printed a facsimile of 

the original Mt Kaukau pamphlet that was 

published by the NZBC in 1967 when the 

Kaukau transmitter was launched. This 

is now a rare document copied from an 

original loaned by John Hume of Ohariu 

Valley. (It would have been included in out 

last Historian but I ran out of space.)

A plea for late payment for subscriptions 

is earnestly requested. I am concerned 

that over-dues may lead to removal from 

our membership list and I do not want to 

lose you! Payments are now required to be 

paid by cash through our letter box on the 

door at KATE, 86 Khandallah Road, or by 

internet: OHS ANZ bank account  

01 0527 00006628 000.

In conclusion, festive greetings to you all. 

Looking forwarding to meeting again in 

2022.

Judy Siers 

President



86 Khandallah Road, Wellington email: onslowhistorical@gmail.com
~ Chorus is the Society’s major sponsor ~

3

A Waitangi Day Holiday  
Walk in the Park

Join us for a 3–4 hour walk in  
Khandallah Park – A Recreational and Forest Park 

Waitangi Day Holiday Monday 7 February 2022
Meet at Simla Crescent Station, Khandallah Road, at 1pm 

Chris Horne will lead us again – remember the success of 
the 2021 Waitangi Day Holiday walk? The location has been 
especially chosen as our recent Historian has aroused fresh 
interest in the Park. Chris writes: 

“We’ll walk up and down tracks through beautiful 
native forest with trees large and small, fine ferns, agile 
vines and a regenerating understorey, and tiny creeks 
– tributaries of Tyer’s Stream. We can slowly observe 
botanic species and talk about them, and enjoy the sight 
and sounds of native birds. 

“We’ll climb South Ridge Track to the Lookout for a 
spectacular view, perhaps climb to the summit of Mt 
Kaukau and descend by Middle Track. This will lead us to 
refreshments at Cafe du Parc at the entrance to the Park 
on Woodmancote Road. Some of you can finish there, 
others can return to Simla Crescent Station.”

Chris advises to wear sturdy shoes or light boots and 
clothing suitable for the weather. In a small pack carry 
clothing for cold or wet weather should that eventuate. 
Bring your mask, sun-block, personal medication and if you 
wish, walking poles.

Transport: catch the 12.32 p.m. Johnsonville Line 
train from Wellington Station or 12.30 p.m. train from 
Johnsonville; or use the Simla Crescent car park.

A scene in a New Zealand Forest near Porerua. In 
Adventure in New Zealand, Edward Jerningham 
Wakefield wrote of the virgin bush, west and north 
of Kaiwharawhara, containing webs of supplejack, 
vines and undergrowth between the noble forest 
trees of totara, rimu, matai, rata, hinau and many 
other varieties. 
New Zealand Illustrated by George French Angus, published in 
1846. 
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The Mt Kaukau pamphlet
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The Social Review, 1 December 1934


